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1 . FOLLOWING HIS RETURN FROM AIR AFRIQUE SUMMIT IN ABIDJAN, 
PRESIDENT MOKTAR OULD DADDAH COMMENTED TO PRESS THAT MEMBERS 
OF AIR AFRIQUE HAD ASKED PRESIDENT OF IVORY COAST TO 

MAKE CONTACT WITH SODETRAF, FRENCH COMPANY WHICH HOLDS 
SHARYE IN AIR AFRIQUE, WITH GOAL OF REPURCHASING 
THESE SHARES. QUESTIONED ABOUT SUMS OWED TO AIR 
AFRIQUE BY CERTAIN MEMBER COUNTRIES, OULD DADDAH 
SAID HE HAD REQUESTED THAT ALL MEMBERS PAY UP THEIR 
ARREARS. HE ADDED THAT THESE MEMBERS ARE NOW IN 
PROCESS OF SO DOING. 

2. KNOWLEDGEABLE OFFICIAL IN MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND 
TRANSPORT COMMENTED TO EMBASSY OFFICER, BY 

WAY OF BACKGROUND, THAT SODETRAF HOLDS 34 PERCENT 
OF AIR AFRIQUE SHARES. FOR ALL PRACTICAL PURPOSES, 

SODETRAF IS HOLDING COMPANY FOR UTA WHICH, IN EFFECT, 

CONTROLS AIR AFRIQUE. EACH OF ELEVEN AIR AFRIQUE 
MEMBERS HOLDS SIX PERCENT OF SHARES EOR TOTALNF 
66 PERCENT. PROBLEM, OFFICIAL EXPLAINED, IS THAT 
ELEVEN MEMBERS SELDOM AGREE AND SODETRAE, READ UTA, 

MAKES DECISIONS BY DEEAULT. OFEICIAL IS CONVINCED 
THAT MOST OF IMPORTANT DECISIONS CONCERNING AIR 
AFRIQUE ARE MADE IN PARIS, NOT AT HEADQUARTERS IN 
ABIDJAN. 

3. OFFICIAL SAID HE RELIEVES MAURITANIA HAS TWO BASIC 
GOALS EOR CHANGING AIR AERIQUE: (A) TO MAKE AIRLINE 
MORE PUBLIC SERVICEMLRIENTED SO THAT IT DOES NOT, FOR 
EXAMPLE, TAKE A WEEK TO FLYLEROM DAKAR TO BANGUI. 

THIS MEANS, OF COURSE, THAT AIR AFRIQUE WILL HAVE TO 
BE LESS INTERESTED IN MAKING PROFIT AND EVEN PREPARED 
TO ABOSRB PERMANENT LOSS. OFFICIAL SAID THIS POLICY 
WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE AS LONG AS UTA, WHICH IS ONLY 
INTERESTED IN MAKING PROFIT, CONTROLS OPERATION FROM 
SIDELINES; AND (B) TO AFRICANIZE AIRLINE. THIS IN- 
VOLVES BOTH INCREASING AFRICAN INVOLVEMENT IN AIR 
AFRIQUE AND BREAKING UTA CONTROL. ACCORDING TO 
OFFICIAL, LATTER IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN FORMER. 

4. COMMENT: VIEWS OF MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND 
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TRANSPORT OFFICIAL ON NEED FOR PUBLIC SERVICE ORIE- 
TATION OF AIR AFRIQUE COINCIDE CLOSELY WITH VIEWS OF 
OULD DADDAH ON ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN 
STATES (ECOWAS) AS EXPRESSED RECENTLY TO CODEL DIGGS 
(NOUAKCHOTT 1389). OULD DADDAH EMPHASIZED NEED FOR 
REGIONAL INTEGRATION AND, PARTICULARLY, IMPROVEMENTS 
IN TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATION LINKS AMONG 
STATES OF WEST AFRICA.HANDYSIDE 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CIVIL AVIATION, AIRLINES, PRESS CONFERENCES, STOCKS (SECURITIES) 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 28 JUL 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975NOUAKC01509 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750261-0352 
From: NOUAKCHOTT 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 975071 B/aaaaaobz.tel 

Line Count: 115 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 75 ABIDJAN 6166 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: GolinoFR 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 APR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <23 APR 2003 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <24 APR 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MAURITANIAN POSITION ON AIR AFRIQUE 

TAGS: PFOR, EAIR, MR, AIR AFRIOUE, (DADDAH, MOKTAR OULD) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



